
Skyview Gets Organized! 

Your child’s school supply list includes a 3-
inch, 3-ring binder. This large binder will be-
come your child’s constant companion this 
year as Skyview focuses on helping students 
to get organized and stay organized. Organi-
zation is a learned skill that must be taught 
to students using the right tools and con-
sistent routines. Middle school is a perfect 
time to help students develop and practice 
organization.  

Binders will include everything students 
need, all in one place —assignments, calen-
dar, homework, pencils, calculator. Students 
are expected to carry their binders to every 
class and to take them home each evening. 
They are encouraged to personalize theirs 
with drawings, stickers, photographs, etc. 
Binders will be checked in Advisory class at 
least once a week and students will have 
opportunities to clean out completed work 

each trimester. In the beginning, teachers 
will check for the following:  

 Calendar in front 
 All papers 3-hole punched and filed in 

appropriate sections (no loose pa-
per!) 

 Clearly labeled dividers for each class 
 Pencil pouch containing pencils, pens, 

highlighters 
 Plenty of loose-leaf paper 
 
One of our “Binder Checks” involves 
opening the binder upside down to see if 

anything falls out! 
 

How Parents Can Help 

As partners in your child’s education, 
please help us monitor the use of the aca-
demic binder. Look through it with your 
child once a week, replenish paper and 
pencils when necessary, and make sure 
loose papers get punched and filed.  You 
may need to purchase a replacement 
binder at some point in the year, depend-
ing on the amount of abuse it takes.  

Students may not always love their bind-
ers, but they will grow to depend upon 
them. Your support of this system will go 
a long way! If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact your child’s teachers. 

Academic Binders = School Success 

Parents Love 

Binders! 

1 
BINDER: good quality 
2” or 3”, 3-ring binder 

2 
Packs Lined Loose-
Leaf Paper 

1 
Pack ¼” Loose-Leaf 
Graph Paper 

1 
Pack Subject Dividers 
(5-8 dividers) 

1 

Pencil Pouch, zip-
pered & 3-hole 
punched 

 
#2 Pencils (enough to 
last the entire year) 

1 
Personal Pencil Sharp-
ener 

4 Blue or Black Pens 

4 Highlighters 

BINDER SUPPLIES 

Why Binders? 

Researchers studying the 
most effective academic 
organizational tools sum it 
up best: 

“Of all (organizational) 
tools, the binder is the 
most effective, probably 
because it accomplished 
such basic necessities for 
order: students had a place 
for homework, they could 
find returned assignments 
to review for tests, and 
they had paper with them 
for note taking. Simple 
tools such as binders in-
crease learning time and 
grades earned by students 
while decreasing their frus-
tration.” 

- Gambill & Moss. (2008). 
The Impact of Organization-
al Methods on Student 
Achievement. St. Xavier 
University, Chicago. 

“We are so impressed with 
this system and how it has 
helped S. get organized.  A 
few weeks ago S. got a new 
one because he felt he needed 
a bigger one, and I heard him 
say ‘Maybe I should give this 
old one to C. because he is so 
unorganized.’ Before AVID he 
did not know what organiza-
tion was! Needless to say we 
are so grateful.”  

- 7th-grade AVID Parent 

Academic binders have been a 
staple of Skyview’s college-
readiness AVID Program for the 
past three years and both stu-
dents and parents have come 
to see them as a key tool for 
school success. Here’s what 
parents of Skyview AVID stu-
dents have said:  

“I do feel that the organiza-
tional binder system has 
helped my child stay orga-
nized.  He has all of his assign-
ments and items at his finger-
tips and he has not had one 
day where he stated, ‘I forgot 
my homework at school or I 
forgot to turn in my home-
work.’ This is a big change 
since last year!”  

– 8th-grade AVID Parent 


